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Future of research in Nigerian
University System lies in NgREN
-NUC scribe

T

he Chairman Board of Nigerian Research and Education Network (NgREN)
and Executive Secretary,
National Universities Commission (NUC), Professor Abubakar
Rasheed has said that the future of
research in the Nigerian University
System (NUS) lies in the Nigerian
Research and Education Network
(NgREN).

Disclosing that the Network has
the potential of transforming the
NUS, he added that because technological development was at a fast
speed, universities must continue to
run after it and also brace up to the
challenge of catching up with the
trend in order to be globally competitive.
The Chairman stated this at the
6th Board meeting of the NgREN
which held Monday, 16 January,
2017 where he took over leadership from Professor Michael
Faborode. He said that
NgREN was in a solid state
to mobilise research and
enable universities to
share resources if only
all Nigerian universities
could join the network.
He insisted that it was
important for universities who were yet
to connect to the
network to realise
that they were losing a lot in terms
of research and new
developments.
While commending the initiators and
drivers of the project, for their vision
and passion for the
enhancement of research activities in the

NUS, Professor Rasheed observed
that there were some challenges
with the NgREN especially in the
areas of funding and structure. He
therefore promised to reposition
and re-invent it for the benefit of
the entire NUS, adding that going
forward, meetings of the Board
shall be held quarterly to enable it
review its operations and consider
appropriate interventions when
and where necessary.
Commenting, Professor Faborode,
the Secretary-General, Committee of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian
Universities who also was Acting
Board Chairman from July 14, 2016
to January 16, 2017 commended the
NUC for its sacrifices in midwifing and ensuring the smooth take
off of the NgREN and encouraged
it to continue playing the leadership role. According to him, ‘there
would have been no NgREN today
without the sacrifices of NUC. He
recalled that the NUC got involved
with NgREN with support from
the World Bank adding that at the
initial stage 27 federal universities
were subscribed to the network.
He however observed that after the
expiration of the World Bank support, the project suffered a serious
setback as universities could not
sustain its operations.
Professor Faborode however expressed happiness that the project
has made appreciable progress after
its initial challenges with
about 29 universities currently
connected
to the network. He
said that
the Board

•Executive Secretary, NUC, Prof. Abubakar Rasheed
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had liberalized the membership of
the NgREN to include both private
and public institutions. He called on
all Nigerian Universities to key into
the network for maximum benefits.
In his remarks, the Managing Director NgREN, Dr. Joshua Atah,
informed the meeting of the many
successes recorded by the REN
since its launch. He disclosed that
the NgREN had made substantial
improvements, particularly in redesigning and connecting a number of universities, while others are
on the verge of fully subscribing to
the Network. He disclosed that the
former NgREN Board had made a
lot of efforts at securing the Federal
Government’s support for the project through series of meetings and
presentations. He added that the
Federal Government at that time
directed some of its agencies like
National Information Technology
Development Agency (NITDA),
Universal Service Provision Fund
(USPF) and the Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF)
to support the project.
He stated that in spite of the challenges of the NgREN, it had recorded several successes, an example being the partnership with
EBSCOHost, to offer Nigerian universities free access to e-journals
and e-books and other academic
collection, covering eight databases
for member institutions between
March and December 2016.
The Managing Director also informed the Board that the NgREN
was collaborating with the NITDA
and other agencies like USPF, and
PTDF to prepare grounds for future
ICT interventions.
The meeting was attended by other members of the NgREN Board,
including the Vice-Chancellors
of Bayero University Kano; Professor Muhammad Yahuza Bello,
Redeemer’s University; Professor
Debo Adeyewa, Nnamdi Azikiwe
University Awka; Professor Joseph
Ahaneku and Gombe State University, Professor. Ibrahim Musa Umar.

Universities to take ownership
of NgREN – Board

N

igerian Universities will be
mobilised to get connected
to the Nigerian Research
and Education Network
(NgREN) and sustain it as their own.
This decision was reached at the 6th
meeting of the board of NgREN which
held at its Secretariat in Abuja on
January 16, 2017. This came after the
new Board Chairman and Executive
Secretary of the National Universities
Commission (NUC), Prof Adamu
Abubakar Rasheed took over the
leadership of the NgREN Board.
He said: “there is need to put to
robust use the potentials of NgREN.
We must make sure that every research
institution understands that they are
losing something by being out of the
network because of the foundation laid
and facilities owned by NgREN which
are unequalled in West Africa and
possibly Africa as a whole.
The Chairman commended the
Managing Director, Dr. Joshua Atah
for his leadership qualities adding
that the network has the capacity and
necessary competence to take Nigeria
to its development aspirations.
Presenting an historical overview of

NgREN, Secretary General, Committee
of Vice Chancellors, Professor Michael
Faborode who also acted as the Board
Chairman between July 14, 2016 and
January 16, 2017 ascribed the successes
achieved so far by the network to the
technical committee and role played
by the NUC. He said despite the initial
and present challenges faced by the
project, 29 Universities have joined the
network and the number is increasing.
He urged the NUC to retain its present
role in the leadership of NgREN.
The Chairman announced that other
research institutions like Polytechnics
and Colleges of Education will soon be
brought on board to benefit from the
network and to create a larger research
family.
Dr Atah, in his remarks, welcomed
the new Chairman of the Board, noting
that NUC’s leadership of NgREN had
been critical to the successes recorded
by the network so far. He expressed his
hope that NgREN would continue to
grow and develop into a model REN
for Africa.
Highlight of the meeting was a
handing over ceremony from Prof
Faborode to the substantive chairman.

•Secretary General Committee of Vice Chancellors, Prof Faborode handing over
the leadership of the Board to Prof. Abubakar Rasheed
www.ngren.edu.ng
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Kaduna State, NgREN to partner
on digitization of schools

T

he Kaduna State government has expressed its readiness to partner the
Nigerian Research and Education
Network (NgREN) in its plan to create a common data center for all its educational
institutions.
This was made known recently when the Kaduna State Ministry of Education sent a delegation to the NgREN secretariat at the National
Universities Commission (NUC) Abuja.
Leader of the delegation, Muhammed Sulaiman said the purpose of the visit was to
make inquiries and to familiarize with the operations of NgREN as the State is particularly
interested in the digital content of the REN.
Highly impressed by what he saw, Sulaiman
promised to recommend to the State Government that Universities and Polytechnics owned
by the State be signed on to the Network.
Earlier, Managing Director, NgREN, Dr
Joshua Atah who took the delegation on a facility tour of the Network welcomed them and
expressed readiness to assist the Kaduna State
government on the lofty project.
He explained to the delegation what the State
will benefit from signing on to the REN while
discussing the potentials of the Network, particularly in terms of content.
He added that the Network was the most cost
effective and most reliable available to institutions and governments in Nigeria.
The delegation also disclosed its decision

•Dr. Atah explaining how the REN works to the Kaduna State government
delegation
to visit institutions on the Network, such as
the Nigerian Defence Academy (NDA) Kaduna, Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida University Lapai, amongst others, to gather first hand
feedback on the Network.
They also promised to make recommendations to the Commissioner of Education on
their findings and revert to the NgREN.

Other members of the delegation were: Bashir Bature, Salisu Hassan and Dikko David.
Highlight of the interaction was a live video
session between the Kaduna State delegation
and Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, where
an official of the University confirmed that the
e-resources have been of great help to the students and staff of the university.

•Edward James of NgREN explaining how the Network Monitoring Center of the REN works to the Kaduna State government
delegation
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NgREN has come a long Way – Prof. Okojie

F

ormer Board Chairman of
Nigerian Research and Education
Network (NgREN), Professor
Julius A. Okojie who was also the
Executive Secretary, National Universities
Commission (NUC) has expressed
satisfaction that the nation’s Research
and Education Network (REN) had come
a long way in impacting the Nigerian
University System (NUS).
The former Chairman, who stated this
during his valedictory Board meeting at
the NgREN Secretariat on July 14, 2016
which was the fifth since the formal
commissioning of the Network and the
first in the year, led the Board to deliberate
a range of issues, including recent efforts
at resuscitating the REN.
Professor Okojie lamented that,
despite the directive by the Honourable
Minister of Education (HME), Malam
Adamu Adamu, urging all universities
in the country to immediately key into
the NgREN to enjoy the benefits, some
institutions were yet to subscribe to the
Network. He called on the Committee
of Vice-Chancellors (CVC) to lead the
efforts in expanding the subscription base
of the NgREN. The former Chairman
observed the need for more universities to
be informed about the benefits of joining
the REN. He directly called on other
stakeholders, including the private sector,
to work concertedly in order to increase
the level of awareness of the Network in
and around university communities.
He suggested that, as a way of sensitising
universities on the benefits and
capabilities of the NgREN, the Network
should invite the Pro-Chancellors of
Nigerian universities to visit the Network
Management Centre (NMC) in order to
understand what the project was about,
subscribe and enjoy such benefits. He
said that institutions that were eligible to
obtain funds from the Tertiary Education
Trust Fund (TETFund) could draw their
NgREN subscription fees from the Fund.
Expressing fulfillment at his meritorious
service to the nation, the former NUC
Scribe observed that the sustainability
of the NgREN was the biggest challenge
the project witnessed. He prayed that
the incoming Executive Secretary would
continue in his strides to take the Network
www.ngren.edu.ng

•Vice Chancellor Nile University of Nigeria, Prof Huseyin Sert addressing Prof.
Okojie and other members of NgREN Board.
to greater heights. He insisted that no
Higher Education Institution (HEI) in
Africa will be able to compete favourably
with their counterparts in developed
countries in conducting cutting-edge
research without investing in state-ofthe-art Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) which NgREN
provides.
Professor Okojie advised members of
the NgREN Board to always ensure that
the project aimed to build communities
rather than just structures, harping on
the fact that if they only built structures,
the community would destroy such
structures.
In his remarks, the Secretary-General,
Committee Vice Chancellors, Professor
Michael Faborode, commended the
outgoing Chairman of the NgREN
Board for steering the ship of the NUS to
enviable heights. He told the Chairman
that all the Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian
universities were proud of his efforts to
bring the NUS to comparable standards
with international institutions. The
Secretary-General noted that posterity
would not forget Professor Okojie when
the histories of Nigeria tertiary education

and the advancement of ICT in the
sub-sector are written. He assured the
Chairman that members of the NgREN
Board would strive to expand the frontiers
of the Network.
Professor Faborode informed the
Board that his Committee was working
tirelessly to encourage more homegrown trailblazing research in the nation’s
universities in order to tackle some of
the problems of the country and drive
economic activities.
Managing Director NgREN, Dr. Joshua
Atah, informed the meeting of the
many successes recorded by the REN
since the last meeting of the Board. He
disclosed that the NgREN had made
substantial improvements, particularly
in redesigning and connecting nine
universities, while others were on the
verge of fully subscribing to the Network.
He told the Board members that during
the Education Minister’s visit to the
NgREN, he was exposed to the benefits
the NUS could get from the Network
and therefore assured of the Federal
Government’s support.
Dr. Atah reported that the NgREN had
partnered EBSCO to sensitise Nigerian
universities on the offer of free access

>>>page 8
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to e-journals and e-books academic
collection, covering eight disciplines
for member institutions until the end of
2016. He revealed that the Network had
entered into several partnerships with
International Business Machines (IBM)
on the provision of IBM Academy content
and certification; Microsoft, to provide
some free academic and e-content
services to institutions on the network
as well as Cisco, for special pricing
concession for the education sector on
every Cisco device or equipment that was
procured by the Network.
The
Managing
Director
also
informed the Board that the NgREN
was collaborating with the National
Information Technology Development
Agency (NITDA) to prepare grounds
for future ICT interventions by NITDA
and other agencies, such as the Universal
Service Provision Fund (USPF) and the
Petroleum Technology Development
Fund (PTDF). He told the Board that
the Network had had meetings with the
Directors of ICT of the National Board
for Technical Education (NBTE) and the
National Commission for Colleges of
Education (NCCE) to discuss the possible
inclusion of polytechnics and colleges of
education on the NgREN. The NgREN
also met with the University Librarians
from the 10 Africa Centres of Excellence
(ACE) institutions to deliberate on
strategies to utilise parts of the ACE
funds for the subscription to academic
e-content.
Dr. Atah expressed gratitude to the
outgoing Executive Secretary and NgREN
Board Chairman for his unflinching
commitment to the development of the
NUS for over three decades. He extolled
him for believing in the NgREN project
from day one and assured him of the
commitments of those he was leaving
behind to the continuous growth and
development of the Network.
The meeting was attended by other
members of the NgREN Board, including
the Vice-Chancellor, Nnamdi Azikiwe
University, Awka, Professor Joseph
Ahaneku and his Nile University of
Nigeria counterpart, Professor Hussein
Sert. The highlight of the meeting was a
teleconferencing session held with Dr.
Tagbo Ekwonu and Dr. Barbara Onyia
of the Association of Nigerian Physicians
in the Americas (ANPA), on efforts to
introduce telemedicine in the NUS.
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•The Managing Director, NgREN, Dr. Atah addressing EBSCOhost team during the ceremony

NgREN, EBSCOHost e-content
to facilitate NUC accreditation
of academic programmes

T

he National Universities Commission (NUC) has disclosed
that universities that subscribe
to the Nigerian Research and
Education Network (NgREN) as well
as the EBSCOHost content would have
access to numerous resources which
would facilitate the accreditation of
their academic programmes.
Former Board Chairman of NgREN,
Prof Julius A. Okojie who was also the
Executive Secretary of NUC, made this
disclosure at a presentation ceremony
May 26, 2016. He added that access to
EBSCOhost resources would also improve the ranking of the nation’s Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs).
Prof Okojie disclosed that the REN
has secured access to all EBSCOHost
e-books collections and seven research
databases valued at four million US
dollars. He noted that these research
databases include full text e-journals,
periodicals and magazines of several
academic disciplines and professional
specialisations.
He also revealed that EBSCO had
granted this access to many Nigerian
universities at no cost until December
31, 2016, with the hope that they would
continue their subscription at the end

of the free period. Urging all Nigerian
universities to tap from the goodwill of
EBSCO and also connect to the NgREN
in order to benefit from its resource
sharing capabilities, the former chairman said that, among the resources
that would be accessed via EBSCOHost,
were more than 100, 000 high-quality
e-book titles, 27, 100 full-text journals,
18,430 indexed and abstracted journals,
9,041,400 searchable cited references
daily updates and 630 videos with transcripts and related articles.
Professor Okojie stated that the
NgREN had provided an elaborate infrastructure backbone to interconnect
all research and education institutions
in Nigeria and link them with other Research and Education Networks (RENs)
worldwide. He added that the NgREN
was established to provide a platform
for universities to communicate, collaborate, access and share resources across
national and international boundaries,
primarily for the purpose of research
and learning, but with added capabilities to offer the efficiencies of unified
communications and consolidation of
digital contents.
The NUC former scribe encouraged
Nigerian universities to utilise these
www.ngren.edu.ng
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Executive Governor of Bayelsa State,
Hon. Henry Seriake Dickson visits NgREN
Secretariat

y
resources as plans were underway to
ensure that the Institutions continued
to access EBSCO as well as other eresources beyond the expiration of the
current service.
In her remarks, the Vice-President,
EBSCO, Ms. Colleen Mills, expressed
gratitude to the NUC for its efforts in
ensuring that Nigerian HEIs were able
to compete favourably with their counterparts around the world. She noted
that, though EBSCO had provided services to Nigerian universities for several
years, her organisation was pleased to
partner the NUC and NgREN to provide more services to the Institutions.
Ms. Mills specifically expressed joy
that EBSCO was providing its services
to Nigerian HEIs through the NgREN
as it would make a huge difference in
the nation’s education sector. She observed that, with the capacity building
workshop that was organised in April,
2016, to sensitise universities on access
and usage of e-book academic collection, Nigerian universities were now
more prepared to access EBSCOhost
and utilise their collection to the benefit
of the nation.
Delivering a vote of thanks to the visitors from EBSCO, NUC’s Deputy Executive Secretary II, Mallam Ibrahim
Dan’Iya, expressed gratitude to the team
for their magnanimity and concern for
the sector. He called for more partnership and cooperation from EBSCO and
assured the team that Nigerian universities would benefit from the platform.
www.ngren.edu.ng
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•NgREN MD, Dr Joshua Atah, explaining the workings of the REN to the Executive Vice Chairman of NCC, Prof Danbatta

NgREN, NCC to enhance collaboration on
improving research facilities in universities

T

he Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC)
has promised to work with
the Nigerian Research and
Education Network (NgREN) to address some of the challenges facing
the network.
The Executive Vice-Chairman
and Chief Executive of the Nigerian Communications Commission
(NCC), Professor Umaru Garba
Danbatta, who toured the NgREN
facilities March 13, 2016 in company of the then Board Chairman of
NgREN who was also the Executive
Secretary of the National Universities
Commission (NUC), Prof Julius A.
Okojie, assured of his commission’s
commitment to deploying ICT infrastructure to critical areas of need,
particularly in the university system,
which, he noted, was the driver of the
nation’s economy. He commended
the Network and agreed to immedi-

010

ately constitute an ad-hoc team to include NUC, NgREN, NCC, and the
Universal Service Provision Fund
(USBF) to discuss the details of the
collaboration.
Professor Danbatta said the project has increased opportunities for
collaborative research amongst Nigerian universities and other RENs
around the world. The visit afforded
the NCC Boss the opportunity to
identify areas of mutual collaborations with the NUC and NgREN,
in order to join forces together in
deploying critical infrastructures to
improve resource-sharing among institutions.
The NCC boss disclosed that his
Commission has been offering assistance to the universities through
University Inter-Campus Connectivity (UnICC) project. With the Project, the agency had provided and
distributed a total of 109 kilometres

of optical fibre cables, to 17 public
universities. NCC also deployed
Smart Classrooms for teaching delivery, which, he noted, had reduced
the stress of classroom interaction
between lecturers and students
where they are being put to use. He
relived his personal experience with
the Smart Classroom tool, which he
used to prepare his lectures at Bayero University Kano (BUK), and was
able to deliver the course contents at
less time and maximum efficiency.
Earlier, while receiving his visitor, Professor Okojie commended
the efforts of the NCC at deploying
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in the universities. He said that the Commission
had noticed some of the contributions of the Communications
agency towards the provision of
some ICT infrastructure such as fibre optic cables, Smart Classrooms
www.ngren.edu.ng
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for exploration of digital contents
in teaching delivery and Close Circuit Television (CCTV) Surveillance
equipment to improve security networks in the campuses.
The Executive Secretary, however,
observed that to ensure economies
of scale and the judicious utilisation
of scarce resources among government agencies, NUC needed to be
consulted in matters involving interventions on such critical infrastructure required by the universities as
the regulator. According to him, with
a lot of facilities requiring upgrade
in the Nigerian University System
(NUS), wider consultations would
enable stakeholders achieve more
fruitful results when such synergies
are formed and would also lead to
avoidance of duplications of efforts
in the system.
The Managing Director, NgREN,
Dr. Joshua Atah also informed the
visitor that the Network, since its official commissioning in July 2014, had
brought several benefits to Nigerian
Institutions. He specifically noted
that the REN had recently partnered
EBSCOhost to provide electronic
content, including e-books, journals
and academic magazines, valued at
4million Dollars to Nigerian universities. He said that subscribers on the
REN have now been able to save on
the cost of bandwidth, which initially cost USD 1,260 for mbps and has
now dropped to USD59 for mbps.
Dr. Atah disclosed that NgREN
was currently working with Nigerian
Universities to digitize content so as
to enable effective sharing of their
resources on the platform. He added
that the network had also partnered
with Nigerians in the Diaspora, particularly the Association of Nigerian
Physicians in the Americas (ANPA),
to provide teaching, research and
other forms of assistance to enhance
the nation’s education sector.
The NCC EVC, who was impressed
by the activities of the REN, interacted by video conferencing with
two subscriber institutions – Federal University, Lafia (FULafia) and
Nnamdi Azikwe University, Akwa.

•Dr. Atah leading the NCC team on tour of NgREN facilities

•Prof Okojie and Prof Danbatta in a live video interraction with universities on
NgREN platform

•Prof Okojie and Prof. Danbatta responding to press interview during the visit
www.ngren.edu.ng
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PHOTO

•Members of NgREN Board on facility tour

•Gov. Henry Seriake Dickson in a handshake with the
Managing Director, NgREN, Dr Joshua Atah

•Add
Com
NgRE

Former Edo State Governor, Adams Oshiomhole, receiving
NgREN plaque from Prof. Julius Okojie

•NgREN Board members during the 6th Board meeting

University Librarians in a live video interraction during a
workshop
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•Prof. Okojie presenting NgREN plaque to Prof. Danbatta of NCC

•Prof. Okojie, (4th left), Prof Danbatta, 3rd left) in a group
photograph with some members of NUC management and •Ng
NCC delegates

www.ngren.edu.ng
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OSPEAK

•Dr. Atah addressing the team from Kaduna State
Government led by Muhammed Suleiman (2nd left)

dressing the Executive Vice Chairman, Nigerian Communications
mmission, (NCC), Prof. Umar Garba Danbatta during the later’s visit to
EN Secretariat

Dr. Atah takes the Kaduna State team on tour of NgREN
facilities

•Group photograph of NgREN Board members

gREN Board members during 5th Board meeting

www.ngren.edu.ng
www.ngren.edu.ng

•Librarians of African Centers of Excellence (ACE) in a meeting with NUC management

•Dr. Atah explaining to Governor Dickson and other members
of his team how the REN works
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NUC urges university librarians
to take advantage of NgREN on
resource sharing

T

he National Universities
Commission (NUC) has
charged librarians of the 10
Nigerian universities hosting the Africa Centres of Excellence
(ACEs) to leverage on and share the
vast education and research resources
of the Nigerian Research and Education Network (NgREN) for the benefit of the Nigerian University System
(NUS).
Former Executive Secretary, National
Universities Commission (NUC), Pro-

014

fessor Julius A. Okojie, gave the charge
June 30, 2016 at an enlarged meeting of
stakeholders, comprising members of
the Association of University Librarians of Nigerian Universities (AULNU),
the Directors of Information and Communication Technology (DICTs) of the
National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) and the National Commission for Colleges of Education
(NCCE), at the NgREN Secretariat,
Abuja.
The then Executive Secretary, who

was represented by the Deputy Executive Secretary II, Mallam Ibrahim
Dan’Iya, observed that the quality and
quantity of content in the university libraries were vital to the success of the
Centres.
He commended the initiative of
NgREN in bringing together three major stakeholders of Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) to dialogue on effective ways to leverage on the NgREN
platform, so as to share resources and
explore other areas of funding. He inwww.ngren.edu.ng
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formed delegates that the forum aimed
to deliberate on steps to improve on
the availability of e-content as well as
draw up measures to collaborate with
the ACEs.
Speaking at the event, Managing Director NgREN, Dr. Joshua Atah, informed the delegates that the REN has
been driving numerous projects and
programmes to improve quality in the
NUS. He disclosed that, because the
Nigerian portfolio of the World Banksupported ACE project was valued at
$73 million, the REN thought it was
crucial for the ACEs to impact the various HEIs in the country, since Nigeria
had majority of the Centres in the West
and Central African sub-region. He,
therefore, called on researchers in these
Centres to work extra hard to ensure
that their projects makes maximum
impact on their various communities.
Dr. Atah reiterated that University
Libraries are essential to the success
of the ACE Project. He informed the
www.ngren.edu.ng

meeting that the NgREN had secured
access to EBSCOhost e-content, including e-books, journals, academic
magazines, which would be available
for free to all Nigerian universities via
the NgREN until the end of 2016. He
stated that these resources; valued at
about $4 million, would increase the
number of available resources in the
nation’s university libraries as well as
improve research activities in the university system.
The Managing Director explained
that, though limited funds had restrained institutions from subscribing
to the NgREN, it had continuously held
brainstorming sessions with various
stakeholders, just as it was doing with
the librarians, to figure out how best to
address funding challenge and make
access to e-resources cheaper and sustainable. He told delegates that time
had come for all stakeholders in the
NUS to strategise on the sustainability
of the NgREN platform, adding that
the failure of one institution to fulfill its
financial obligations to the Network as
at when due could collapse the whole
system. Dr. Atah emphasised that
NgREN was only interested in providing support for them, which would be
eventually driven by the universities.
Speaking on his experience and tour
of other RENs around the world, Dr.
Atah noted that no HEI in the 21st cen-

tury could conduct effective research
that would be beneficial to its community without Information and Communication Technology (ICT). He said
that some Nigerian universities were
already enjoying the benefits of the
NgREN and urged the representatives
of the NBTE and the NCCE, to consider partnering with the Network in
order to expand the resources to their
institutions. He stated that, if all HEIs
worked together, the cost of obtaining e-resources would be cheaper and
the institutions would be able to share
their research findings and other data
among themselves.
Dr. Atah also informed delegates that
the NgREN was partnering with the
Association of Nigerian Physicians
in the Americas (ANPA) to provide
capacity building in Tele-medicine
via the Network. He said that ANPA
would offer remote teaching to help
institutions as a way of contributing to
the development of the sector.
In her remarks, the Chairman,
AULNU and Librarian of the Rivers
State University of Science and Technology (RSUST), Dr. (Mrs.) Blessing Ahiauzu, expressed gratitude to
NgREN for bringing stakeholders together and partnering with them to address the challenges of having a common platform to access e-content for
the NUS. She informed the Executive

•Dr. Atah leads University Librarians on tour of NgREN facilities
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Secretary that most universities wished
to access more electronic resources
because they recognised that it made
research easier and provided more academic information than the traditional
hard copy books and journals, which
are now difficult to come by.
Dr. Ahiauzu appealed to the Federal
Government to extend some of its interventions to state and private universities as graduates from all institutions,
irrespective of proprietorship, were employed by the same labour market. She
highlighted the need for all HEIs in the
country to work, via a common platform to explore other sources of funding for the expansion of the NgREN,
EBSCOHost subscription and other
similar services, to accommodate all
universities, Polytechnics and Colleges
of Education in the country.
Vice-President, EBSCOhost, Ms.
Colleen Mills, who interacted with the
delegates via video-conferencing, informed the meeting that her organisation had provided services to Nigerian
universities for several years and was
pleased to continue to do so, especially
through its partnership with the NUC
and the NgREN, to embrace more institutions. Ms. Mills encouraged the

visitors to connect to the Network in
order to leverage on its facilities and
increase their individual collaboration
opportunities. EBSCO, she said, had
already granted Nigerian institutions
free access to its resources until the end
of 2016.
Ms. Mills stated that, although the
nation’s institutions enjoyed cheaper
subscription rates than others in the
world, her organisation was willing to
explore other avenues to encourage
more universities, particularly smaller
ones, to join the platform. She said that
EBSCOhost could not provide free services, perpetually, as the organisation
needed the financial resources to retain
trainers, who would assist institutions
in capacity building.
The highlights of the meeting were
the tour of the NgREN’s Network
Management Centre (NMC) and other
facilities as well as the demonstration
of the Network’s capabilities, particularly a video-conferencing session with
three subscriber-institutions –Nnamdi
Azikiwe University (NAU), Awka;
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University
(ATBU), Bauchi and the Federal University, Lafia (FULafia).
At the end, delegates deliberated on

issues such as the identification of relevant content needs, consortium-based
subscriptions for e-books and journals,
connectivity and plans for repositories
of research publications as well as lecture notes. Participants were urged to
work closely with their Vice-Chancellors and the ACE Centre Leaders to apply for a fraction of the funds allocated
to their research in order to provide
the e-resources that would benefit the
ACEs.
Among those who attended the meeting were the Librarians of the University of Jos, Dr. Stephen Akintunde; Federal University, Wukari, Alhaji Rilwanu
Abdulsalami; Benue State University,
Professor John Agada; Redeemer’s
University, Dr. Emmanuel Adebayo;
University of Benin, Dr. Evelyn Idiodi;
University of Abuja, Dr. R. Echezona;
and African University of Science and
Technology, Abuja, Mrs. Ekpolomo
Onyebuchi. Others were the Librarians of the Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Professor Umar Ibrahim and
Usmanu Dan Fodio University, Sokoto,
Professor A. A. Balarabe. The NBTE
was represented by Engineer Usman
Danjuma, Dr. (Mrs.) Amina Idris and
Mallam Aliyu Hassan, while the NCCE
had Mr. Pius Ekireghwo in attendance.

•Cross section of Librarians of African Centers of Excellence (ACE)
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Board members of Nigerian Research and
Education Network (NgREN)
Following the completion of tenure of some members, the Board of the Nigerian Research
and Education Network (NgREN) was reconstituted to include at least two members each
representing federal, state and private universities reflecting also the geo-political zones.
Meet the members of the newly reconstituted Board.

Professor Abubakar Adamu Rasheed - Chairman

P

rofessor Abubakar Adamu
Rasheed, mni, MFR, is currently
the Executive Secretary of the
National Universities Commission (NUC) and Chairman of the Board
of NgREN.
However, until his recent appointment,
the Professor of English Studies was the
Vice-Chancellor of Bayero University,
Kano.
He attended Bayero University, Kano
(1977-1980 and 1981-1983); Ahmadu
Bello University, Zaria (1986-1991) and
the University of Nottingham, England,
(1989-1990). He holds, among other
qualifications, a B.A., two MAs, and a
PhD in different aspects of English Studies.
Professor Rasheed began his teaching
career in July 1981 as a Graduate Assistant in the Department of English and
European Languages of Bayero University.
He rose, through the ranks, after 10 years,
to become a Senior Lecturer and Head of
Department. In April 1993, he left the university to have a stint as a journalist with
the New Nigeria Newspapers Limited,
where he was appointed the Editor of the
Sunday paper. After three months on the
job, he was appointed as the substantive
Editor of New Nigeria, a position he held
until February 1995, when he became
the Managing Director and Chief Executive of the New Nigerian Newspapers
Limited. He was opportune to attend as
International Visitor, the Multiregional
Conference on United States’ Foreign
Policy (August to September 1997) as
well as the Annual Human Rights Conference, held in Geneva, Switzerland in
April 1999.
He served as Head of Department
of English and French (1999-2000),
Dean of Faculty of Arts and Islamic
Studies (2000-2005), Chairman University Consultancy Services Board
(2005-2007), Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Administration) (2007-2009), Deputy
Vice-Chancellor (Academic) (20092010), Acting Vice-Chancellor (July
5-August 17, 2010), and Vice Chancellor (2010-2015).
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•Professor Abubakar Adamu Rasheed
Professor Rasheed also served in
several committees and boards as
chairman /member including Senate, Committee of Deans and Directors, University/Community Relations
Committee, University Admissions
Committee, Convocation Committee, University Endowment Fund, and
University Press Steering Committee.
Between 2000 and January 2004, he was
a Federal Government appointed member of the Governing Council of the National Institute of Nigerian Languages
(NINLAN), Aba; Member, Governing
Councils of Ahmadu Bello University
(ABU), Zaria, University of Jos, and the
Kaduna State University, Kaduna; Jigawa
State University Implementation Committee (2010 and 2011).
Professor Rasheed has also served as a
member of the Panel of Judges of Nigeria Prize for Literature sponsored by the
NLNG. He currently serves as Chair-

man of the Technical Advisory Group
for the Tertiary Education Trust Fund
(TETFund) Book Development Project. Since 2013, he had been a member
and Technical Consultant to the Implementation Monitoring Committee on
the Needs Assessment of Nigerian Public Universities.
An Author of several peer reviewed
journal articles and technical reports,
Abubakar Rasheed was promoted to
the rank of Professor of English, in
October 2001. He also holds the prestigious title of Member of the National
Institute (mni), and Member of the
Federal Republic (MFR). He is a Fellow
of the National Institute of Public Relations (FNIPR), Institute of Corporate
Administrators (FICA) and Institute
of Corporate Executives of Nigeria (FICEN) as well as Linguistic Association
of Nigeria (FLAN).
He is happily married with children.
www.ngren.edu.ng
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Professor Ibrahim M. Umar (Member)

P

•Professor Ibrahim M. Umar

rofessor Ibrahim Umar
is the Vice Chancellor of
Gombe State University. A
Professor of Nuclear and
Radiochemistry, Ibrahim Umar
until his current appointment
served as the University’s Deputy
Vice Chancellor and Dean Faculties of Science and Post Graduate
School.
He obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria
in 1981 and joined the University
as a Graduate Assistant in 1982

Dr. Joshua Atah (Managing Director)

J

oshua A. Atah obtained a Doctorate in Electronic Engineering from
the University of Kent, Canterbury,
United Kingdom. Prior to that,
he studied Electrical & Computer Engineering at the Federal University of
Technology, Minna, Nigeria. In addition, he has received several professional
trainings in ICT, Project Management
and Quality Assurance.
Dr. Atah is registered with the Council
for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria (COREN) and a member of several
professional bodies, including the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE), Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM), International Association of Engineers (IANG), etc. He has
also published several research papers
in the field of Biometrics, ICT and Electronic Engineering.
In addition to several national assignments, he has worked as Head of ICT
and related Projects at the National
Universities Commission (NUC) since
February 2002, with the responsibility
for developing and implementing ICT
projects in Nigerian Universities. Prior
to that, he also had brief working experiences, as an Engineer with the Nigerian
Television Authority (NTA) and, in the
private sector.
Some of his major National assignments/ achievements include:
The coordination (at country level) of
the processes leading to the establishment of the Africa Centres of Excellence
(ACE) Project - a World Bank supported
www.ngren.edu.ng

regional project for higher education in
seven African countries. With the guidance of his team, Nigerian Universities
won 10 out of the 19 ACEs established in
October 2013, bringing in about $73million into the Nigerian University System.
He currently serves as the National Focal
Point and coordinator of ACEs in Nigerian universities.
Member, Presidential Committee on
National Broadband Strategy and Roadmap (2012 – 2013). Secretary, Presidential Committee on Capacity Building for
Outsourcing (2005 – 2006). Member,
Presidential Committee on the Development of e-learning Policy (2012 – 2015).
Coordination of the establishment of
the Nigerian Research and Education
Network (NgREN) -the first operational
REN in West and Central Africa. The
Network, which connects a number
of Nigerian Universities, is equally the
biggest private and non-telecom Multiprotocol Label Switch (MPLS) based
network in Nigeria.
Establishment of the Nigerian Labour
Market Observatory (jointly funded by
the World Bank and the NUC). Under
his guidance, the Nigerian Labour Market Information System carried out the
first study of the Manufacturing Sector
between 2013 and 2014. Member Standing Committee on Private Universities
(SCOPU) in Nigeria (2007 – 2010);
Member, Committee on Needs Assessment of Nigerian Universities (2012);
Member, Implementation Committee
on e-Learning (Icel) of the Federal Ministry of Education (2011- 2014).

after his National Youth Service.
In 1984 and 1987 respectively, he
bagged an M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Nuclear and Radiochemistry from
the University of Salford, United
Kingdom.
Before joining Gombe State
University, Professor Umar was
Director, Center for Energy Research and Training (CERT) at
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.
He also served as Director, Nuclear Science and Technology at the
Energy Commission of Nigeria,
Abuja.

Head of the team that developed the
first Virtual Library in Nigeria; Project Manager, Electronic Teaching and
Learning Project in 12 pilot universities
(2011-2012); Coordinator for the development of a draft Nigerian University
System ICT Policy (2010- 2011); Coordinator for the implementation of ICT
Resource Centres Project in 7 Nigerian
universities (2007 – 2012); Technical
Team Lead, Presidential Special Scholarship Scheme for Innovation and Development (PRESSID) – 2012- 2016.
Project Manager, Science & Technology Education Post Basic (STEP-B) –
2008 – 2013. Pioneer Administrative Assistant and later Project Manager of the
Virtual Institute for Higher Education
Pedagogy (VIHEP) – 2003-2007.

•Dr. Joshua Atah
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Professor Blessing C. Didia (JP) (Member)

P

rofessor Blessing Chimezie
Didia, a Professor of Clinical
Anatomy is presently the Vice
Chancellor of the Rivers State
University of Science and Technology,
Port Harcourt. He attended the then
College of Science and Technology,
now Rivers State University of Science
and Technology, Port Harcourt where
he earned an advanced Level General
Certificate of Education. Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria (1974-1976), University of Benin, Benin City (1976-1979),
where he obtained MBBS and finally
University of Port Harcourt, Choba
(1997-2003) where he got a Doctor of
Medicine (MD) degree.
He is a fellow of the Dentist Society
of Nigeria and Society of Experimental and Clinical Anatomists of Nigeria.
He is also a member, Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research, USA;
Anatomical Society of Nigeria, Nigeria
Medical Association and Applied Research Ethics National Association in
the USA.
He had worked briefly as a tutor in
County Grammar School, IkwerreEtche in 1972, he was also a House
Officer in the then Port Harcourt General Hospital from 1979-1980. He was a
Senior House Officer in Surgery at the
University of Port Harcourt Teaching
Hospital and was later appointed Lecturer II in the Department of Anatomy

in 1981 where he works till
date as a professor of clinical
anatomy. He has over ninety
(90) publications in Learned
Journals, over forty (40)
Conference papers national
and international and about
eleven (11) Researches that
are ongoing.
Prof. Blessing Chimezie
Didia has held several positions both within and outside the University and has
been external examiner to
eleven (11) Universities. He
was acting Head, Department of Human Anatomy,
College of Health Sciences
in the University of Port
Harcourt form 1995-2005,
Member of Council of the
same University (Representing
Congregation),
•Professor Blessing C. Didia (JP)
Dean, Faculty of Basic Sciences, University of Port
Society, Rivers State Branch.
Harcourt (2007), Provost, College of
He has supervised five Masters’ theHealth Sciences and Member of Board, sis and nine Doctoral dissertations and
University of Port Harcourt Teaching belongs to several professional bodies
Hospital, 2007-2011.
both in Nigeria and the United States of
He has also been Executive Chair- America. He is also a member of Editoman, Ikwerre Local Government Area rial Board of Medical Journals in both
from 1991-1993, Member, Ikwerre Lo- Nigeria and other countries.
cal Government Community DevelopProf. Didia is happily married to Mrs.
ment Committee, (CDC) 1990-1991 Priscilla C. Didia and has four childrenand Chairman of Nigerian Red Cross two males and two females.

Professor Michael Oladimeji Faborede (Member)

P
Professor Michael Oladimeji
Faborede
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rofessor
Micheal
Oladimeji Faborode an
educational
administrator and a professor
of Agricultural Engineering
was the 9th Vice Chancellor of
Obafemi Awolowo University
(2006-2011) and incumbent
Secretary-General, Committee
of Vice Chancellors (CVC) of
Nigeria Universities.
He obtained his Bachelor of
Science (B.sc) and Master of Science (M.sc) degrees at Obafemi
Awolowo University, then Uni-

versity of Ife. He was awarded a
doctor of philosophy (Ph.D) in
Engineering at the University of
Newcastle, UK.
He was the former Vice President of the Council for the
Regulation of Engineering in
Nigeria (COREN) and served
as President, West African Society of Agricultural Engineering
(WASAE). He is also a Fellow
of the Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE) and the Nigerian
Institution of Agricultural Engineers (NIAE).
www.ngren.edu.ng
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Professor Zachariah Debo Adeyewa (Member)

P

rofessor Zachariah Debo Adeyewa is
currently the Vice-Chancellor of Redeemer’s University.
A Professor of Satellite Meteorology, his core research interest is the use of
satellites and other remote sensing facilities
to map, capture and predict the characteristics of African vegetation and climate, believing that remote sensing technology is the
best solution for overcoming the formidable
problem of gaining adequate temporal and
spatial access to the vast data-sparse regions
in Africa.
Professor Adeyewa has won several awards
and fellowships for the purpose of research
in Italy, Sweden and Japan. He was also an
auxiliary faculty at the Department of Meteorology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City,
USA between 2004 and 2007.
Between October 1989 and September
2011, Professor Adeyewa was at the Federal University of Technology, Akure where
he served in different capacities including a
two-term Deputy Vice-Chancellor. As Vice-

Chancellor, he was successful in moving the
University to its permanent site at Ede, Osun
State from the Redemption Camp, LagosIbadan expressway in 2014 after a sojourn of
nine years at the temporary location.
The University has won several awards and
accolades in research both at national and
international levels including the hosting
of the World Bank African Centre of Excellence for the Genomics of Infectious Diseases (ACEGID). The centre of excellence has
been a pacesetter in the fight against Ebola
and Lassa fever scourges within Nigeria and
the West African Region. One of the things
that also set the University apart is the advanced integrated IT-driven system that
drives academic and administrative processes using innovative and home-grown
solutions.
Professor Adeyewa is a fellow of the Nigerian Meteorological Society. He is also
the current chairman of the Committee of
Vice-Chancellors and Registrars of Private
Universities (CVCRPU).

•Professor Zachariah Debo Adeyewa

Professor Joseph E. Ahaneku (Member)

A

•Professor Joseph E. Ahaneku

Professor of Chemical Pathology, Joseph
Ahaneku is the 5th substantive Vice-Chancellor of Nnamdi Azikiwe University
(NAU) Awka. Until his appointment, he served as Deputy Vice
Chancellor (Academic) of the
University. He obtained his B.Sc
in Biochemistry from the University of Ibadan in 1984 and received his Master’s and Doctorate
degrees in Chemical Pathology
from the same University.

Professor Ahaneku began his
teaching career at the University
College Hospital, Ibadan. In 1991,
he joined NAU as a lecturer and
after a year he was appointed a
Consultant Chemical Pathologist,
NAU Teaching Hospital Nnewi.
He was promoted to the rank of
Senior Lecturer in 1994 and in
1997, he was appointed Professor.
He is a Chartered Member of the
Institute of Biology, London and
Fellow of the Nigerian Academy
of Science.

Mr Ayodele Adigun (Member)

M

r Ayodele Adigun is currently
the Deputy Secretary General of
Committee of Vice Chancellors of Nigerian Universities
(CVC).
He studied Sociology at the
University of Jos, graduating
with a Second Class Upper Division in 1983. He obtained an
M.Sc degree in Public Administration and Policy Analysis

www.ngren.edu.ng

from the same University in
1987. He immediately joined
the Kebbi State Polytechnic,
Birnin-Kebbi and served as
a lecturer between 1987 and
1991.
Mr Adigun was appointed
Assistant Secretary General
of the CVC in 1991 and rose
through the ranks to become
the Deputy Secretary General
of the committee in 2003, a
position he holds till date.

•Mr Ayodele Adigun
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Professor Huseyin Sert (Member)

P

rofessor
Huseyin
Sert
is Vice Chancellor, Nile
University
of
Nigeria,
Abuja. He obtained his
MBBS/M.Sc. degrees from the
University of Ataturk in 1999 and
specialised in Anaesthesiology and
Reanimation at the Ministry of
Health Ankara Ataturk Education
and Research Hospital Turkey in
2005. He joined the Faith University

Hospital Ankara, Turkey in 2005 and
rose through the ranks to become a
professor in the same institution in
2012 before his appointment as Vice
chancellor same year.
Professor Sert is a member
of the Turkey Anaesthesiology
and
Reanimation
Association,
Turkish Society of Intensive Care,
Cardiovascular
and
Thoracic
Anesthesia and Ankara Medical
Chamber.

•Professor Huseyin Sert

Professor Muhammad Bello (Member)

P

rofessor Muhammad Yahuza Bello is the Vice
Chancellor, Bayero University Kano.
On completing his B.Sc programme in Education/Mathematics in 1981, he pursued a master’s
degree in Mathematics and then went further to obtain
a doctorate degree in Mathematics at the University of
Arkansas, Fayettevillie USA between 1985 and 1988.
He was also a teaching assistant at the university during
the period.
Professor Bello has lectured at the Bayero University
Kano from 1982. He became a professor in 2001.
Before his appointment as vice chancellor, he was
teaching at the Department of Information Technology

in the Faculty of Computer Science and Information
Technology.
He was the Chairman of the Projects Monitoring, Evaluation and Documentation Committee of the Office of
the Vice Chancellor.
He also held some administrative positions at the institution, including: those of the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academics); Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies;
Director, Centre for Information Technology; Deputy
Dean, and Dean of the Faculty of Science.
He was also a Sub-Dean, Faculty of Science; Head, Department of Mathematical Sciences; Faculty of Science
Admissions Officer; an elected member of the University
Senate; Senate Representative on University Governing
Council, from 1991 to 1995 and 1999 to 2010 and Senate
Representative on Senior Staff Disciplinary and Appeals
Committee, among others.
He is member, Nigerian Mathematical Society, Mathematics Association of Nigeria, Nigerian Institute of
Mathematical Physics and Africa Mathematics Forum,
an Internet-based group.
He has authored many books, presented papers and
journals.

NgReN mourns former Board member,
Prof. Cordelia Agbebaku

T
•Professor Muhammad Bello
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he management of the Nigerian Research and Education Network (NgREN),
has expressed shock at the
death of Prof. (Mrs.) Cordelia
Ainenehi Agbebaku.
Prof. Agbebaku who died February 16, 2017 was member of
the Board of NgREN from September 10, 2015 to October 13,
2016.
She was the immediate past
Vice-Chancellor of the Ambrose Ali University Ekpoma,
Edo State.

www.ngren.edu.ng

NEWSLETTER

We thank you for supporting NgREN

Advertise here

www.ngren.edu.ng

023

NEWSLETTER

Nigerian Research and Education Network
Peter Okebukola Building
National Universities Commission
26 Aguyi Ironsi Street, Maitama District, Abuja
Tel: +234 (0) 94602960
email: info@ngren.edu.ng
website: www.ngren.edu.ng

024

For subscription email:
newsletter@ngren.edu.ng
www.ngren.edu.ng

